A  PRACTICAL   ADVANTAGE
of art; and perhaps printing was the only art which was
final in its conception.
'Possibly I have spoken enough of the poetical and
artistic side of the subject.     I will now turn to its prac-
tical side.    Only on Wednesday last I happened to be
in a bookseller's shop when a gentleman came in and
asked to look at a copy of Mr. Christopher Tumor's
recent work. Land Problems and National Welfare.    But
the bookseller had not the work in stock, and after the
inquirer had gone I said to the bookseller: "Send to the
Bodley Head for a copy, and submit it for approval."
The bookseller replied by saying: "If I were to do that,
he would sit down and read the book and return it,"
He evidently knew his man.     It happens, however, that
this particular book is uncut, so at most he could only
have read half of it.    There is a growing disposition
on the part of publishers to send out their books to the
booksellers on approval.     It is therefore all the more
necessary to guard against the abuse of such a privilege,
and this as much in the interest of the bookseller as of the
author and the publisher.    There is also another prac-
tical reason, for I assume that Mr.  Benson does not
spend much of his time in reading novels, so it is only
fair to surmise that the serious, or work books, would
have to be bound, sooner or later, in calf or morocco.
Thus, if the book were cut in its cloth form, its edges
in all probability would again be plowed by the cutting
machine, and thus the page which was once a thing of
beauty would be shorn of all symmetry.    Personally I
love to cut my own pages, but I own that I have sometimes
suffered torture when I have seen a lady, otherwise fair,
prostitute her hairpin by ripping up the virginal pages
of her book.    Indeed, to me it is a joy to cut the pages
for a friend, and I consider that I am unusually well
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